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IEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHY. IEPA MHTPOITOAIX. NEAY IEPXEHY

EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZEH KOINOTHTA AI'TOY NIKOAAOY
BAATIMOPH, MEPIAANT

«EBoouaoLrio OEATIO

KYPIAKH 8 Aexeupoiov 2024
Kvouaxkn I' Aovka.

KAAQXOPIEMA
Ex pépovc touv Evoouakol XuvpPovAiov kat OAwv Ttwv HEADV TNg
Kowotmrac kaAwoopiCovpue Toug ayamnuéVoug HAG €VOQITEG Kol TOUG
ptAovg emokémteg, ov NABav onpeQa var eKKANoLxoTovv pali pag ot
Ocla Aertovyia. Xnueoa vodexopaote pe kabe Tun Kat oegfacpuod Tov
TIVEVHATIKO MG  TATEQA  KAL TOWEVAQXN MHaS, LePATULOTATO
MnroomoAttn Néag lepoéng, koo AmdotoAo.

AEITOYPTIKO ITPOITPAMMA

Aevtéga 9 Aexeppoiov:  Avyiag Avvne: Op6poc 8:30 m.pu.
ITépmtn 12 Aexeppoiov:  Ayiov Emuidwvog
Octa Aertovgyta: 9:00 m.pu
Kvouaxn 15 Aexeppoiov:  Kvgraxkn IA" Aovka:
Op00p0c¢: 8:30 mt.u. Oceiax Aettovgyia: 09:45 ..
Agvtépa 23 Aexeppoiov:  Iego EvxéAaro: 6:30 ..
LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Monday, December 9: The Conception by St. Anna of the Most Holy
Theotokos, Orthros: 8:30 am

Thursday, December 12:  Spyridon the Wonderworker of Trymithous:
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am

Sunday, December 15: 11 Sunday of Luke: Eleutherios the Holy
Martyr: Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Monday, December 23: The Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm
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v Tlowevay,

Entrance Hymn. Mode 2.

Come, let us worship and bow
down before Christ. Save us, O
Son of God, risen from the dead.
We sing to You, Alleluia.

Resurrectional Apolytikion.

You destroyed death by Your
Cross, You opened Paradise to
the Robber. You turned the
Myrrh-bearing Women’s lament
into joy, and You commanded
Your Apostles to preach that
You O Christ God,
granting the world the great

rose,
mercy.
Kontakion.

On this day the Virgin Maid *
goes to the grotto to give birth *
to the pre-eternal Word * in an
ineffable manner. * Dance for
joy, all the inhabited earth, on
hearing. * Glorify along with
Angels and with the shepherds *
Him who willed that He appear
as * a newborn Child, * the pre-
eternal God.



‘O Ant6otoAog
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The Epistle

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has
made us both one, and has broken
down the dividing wall of hostility, by
abolishing in his flesh the law of
commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace, and
might reconcile us both to God in one
body through the thereby
bringing the hostility to an end. And he
came and preached peace to you who

Cross,

were far off and peace to those who
were near; for through him we both
have access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then you are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the
household of God, built upon the

foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, in whom the whole

structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom
you also are built into it for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.



To O¢eiov EvayyéAov

To koo xetvew, v dd&oKWY O
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ATIO TOL OEOUOL TOUTOL TM) THEQQ
TOL OaPBPATOV; Kal TavTA AEYOVTOG
AVTOL  KATNOXUVOVTO TIAVTEG Ol
AVTIKEHEVOL AVTQ, Kal TTAg 6 OXAog
EXaQev ETL TTAOL TOLG €VOOEOLS TOILG
YWOMEVOLS UTT aUTOV.

The Holy Gospel

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one
of the synagogues on the sabbath. And
there was a woman who had a spirit of
infirmity for eighteen years; she was
bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he
called her and said to her, “Woman, you
are freed from your infirmity.” And he
laid his hands upon her,
immediately she was made straight,
and she praised God. But the ruler of

and

the synagogue, indignant because Jesus
had healed on the sabbath, said to the
people, “There are six days on which
work ought to be done; come on those
days and be healed, and not on the
sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered
him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it
away to water it? And ought not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom
Satan bound for eighteen years, be
loosed from this bond on the sabbath
day?” As he said this, all his adversaries
were put to shame; and all the people
rejoiced at all the glorious things that
were done by him.



The Healing of the Bent Woman: A Call to True Faith and Compassion
Sunday Message by Fr. Georgios

My beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This Sunday, we reflect on the powerful Gospel story of the bent woman, who suffered for
eighteen long years until she encountered Christ. On a Sabbath day, while Jesus was
teaching in the synagogue, He saw her, called her forward, and healed her with His divine
authority. Immediately, she stood upright and glorified God, a testament to His boundless
mercy and power.

Yet, this moment of joy was marred by the indignation of the synagogue leader. Instead of
celebrating the woman’s healing, he criticized Jesus for performing this act of love on the
Sabbath, prioritizing rules over compassion. Jesus’ response was swift and pointed,
exposing the hypocrisy of such thinking. If even animals were cared for on the Sabbath,
how much more should human beings—beloved children of God —be shown mercy?

This passage offers us two profound spiritual lessons:

Beware of Hypocrisy: The synagogue leader’s focus on outward observance of the Sabbath
law masked a heart that lacked genuine love. Hypocrisy, as condemned repeatedly in
Scripture, is an offense to God because it prioritizes appearances over true righteousness.
Like the Pharisees rebuked by Christ, the synagogue leader upheld the letter of the law
while neglecting its spirit. True faith is not about rigid rule-keeping but about reflecting
God’s love and mercy in all we do.

Guard Against Envy: The synagogue leader’s inability to celebrate the miracle revealed
another spiritual ailment: envy. Instead of rejoicing in the woman’s restoration, he focused
on finding fault. Envy blinds us to God’s blessings, both in our own lives and in the lives of
others and prevents us from fully experiencing His grace.

The Gospel challenges us to examine our own hearts. Do we sometimes cling to traditions
or rules while neglecting the call to love and compassion? Are we hesitant to rejoice in the
successes and joys of others, allowing envy to creep in?

Christ reminds us that love is the fulfillment of the law. Rituals and traditions are
meaningful only when they lead us closer to God and inspire us to love our neighbor. If we
focus on outward appearances but lack mercy, we miss the true essence of our faith.

Like the bent woman, we are all in need of healing—whether from physical, emotional, or
spiritual afflictions. The sins of hypocrisy and envy may weigh us down, but Christ offers
us a path to restoration through repentance, humility, and His infinite grace. By humbling
ourselves before God, we open our hearts to receive His mercy and reflect His love to those
around us.

Let us pray for God’s healing power to cleanse our hearts of hypocrisy and envy,

allowing us to rejoice in His blessings and glorify Him in all things. May we, like the

bent woman, rise from our burdens and stand upright in faith and gratitude.
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SBM Choir * Politiko Ensemble * Saint Sophia Byzantine Choir

Philadelphia '}
pHs Flower Show

Saturday,
March 8, 2025

Seats are limited

Price $90.00

Includes bus and show ticket

For more information please contact
Sofia Xouris
240-375-5464

Thank you for gour suppore!
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Day Trip
LANCASTER, PA

Saturday, September 20, 2025

Price $190.00
Includes bus, lunch , and show ticket

For more information please contact
Sofia Xouris |240-375-5464

Thank you for your support!




His Eminence
Metropolitan Aposiolos of New Jersey

Cordially Invites all of the clergy and
the beloved faithful to the

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING &
OPEN HOUSE

on
Friday, December 20, 2024
6:00 - 9:00pm

At the
Metropolis Headquarters
215 E. Grove Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tickets..........$160.00 per person

For more information contact the Metropolis at

908-301-0500 or Email 10thAnniversaryNJQgmail.com

For Sponsorships, please complete and submit the

Sponsorship Form

All ticket purchases and sponsorships are due by January 3, 2025

oud

A JOURNEY OF FAITH
To Thessaloniki, Mt. Athos and Constantinople
Led by His Eminence Apostolos of New Jersey

February 21-March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights

Thessaloniki & Mt Athas: Sce the most imporkamt religious siles m Northam Guecee. Visit Grecee™s second Lirgest
city, Thessalon ttend Liturgy at the Cathedral of $t. Demetrios, visit the Monastery of St. John the Theologian in
Souroli to venerate the grave of St Paissios and visit the awe mspiring Metcors Monasterics, Men will depart for the
Haly Mountain for two niphts and the women will enjoy a visit wo Ormylia Monastery and a visit 1o a museum in
Thessaloniki,

Constantinople: Visit the important Greek Orthodox sites: the Ecunenical Patriarchate and 8t George Cathedral,
Agia Sophia, Panagia Vlachema where the “Te Ypermahou” wis first chanted, Chor and Baloukli Monastery -
Zoodachos Peghe. Also. visit the Underaround Cisterns. Shop at the exciting Grand Dazaar! Enjoy a birthday banguet
for His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as well as a private andience with the Patriarch (subject to
confirmation).

SPACFE IS LIMITED and on a FIRST-COME BASIS
RATE: Per person double occupancy $4700% & single occupancy $5635%
“Rates melude the arr tax/tie] of upproximately $473 which 15 not gusranteed until ticketing a month prior to departure. Rute
ahove veflects a 4% eheck discount wihiich does ot apply 1 payment 15 made any other way. Due to Aegean Airlmes greup
reservations pelicy, the air fare hetween Thessaloniki and [stanbul is not guaranteed and may he subject to fare increases
depending un when you make your reservatian fu join the zroup An air supplement may apply

Dposit of S800 due by November 20, 2024 or late booking fee of S50 per person will apply.

YOLRTOUR WILL INCLUDE:
*Round-1rip airfare on Turlash Airlines: EWIR S IST ¢ Thessaloniki & WR & Acgean Airlines Thessalomki ¢ ATH { 18T
“Drivare arrival and departure transfers in a dehixe air concfioned motorcoach with English speaking escart
*7 172 dows of private sightsesing for men & 6 divs for the women. All entrince fees arencluded
0 6 mts first clngs hotel in Thessaloniki a the Flecirs Palave ar simi ek sl s and sor

it firs, s weoommodation in Thessaoniki at the Fleetrs Palace or similar including daily breakfias, all ryxes and service fees

& 2 nts aceommedation on the Holy Moubrain meluding meals anel ranspartation on the Holy Mountan & roundtnp private fermes
*All: 3 s first class accommodsrion in Constantinople at the Livan Lstanbul Hotel or similar including daily breslnst, all taxes

& service fees.
*1 welcome dinter in Thessaloniki, | dinner in Constanrinople & a banguet for His. All Holinsss Ecumenicl Patriarch Baholomen
*Privie gudiency with Flis A1 Flgliness Teumenical Putriareh Barholomew Gsubject w confirmwtion)

Cloud Tours Tne. 37-21 78" Sireet Jackson Tleights, NY 11372
Tel; TI8-721-3808 Fax; T18-T95-4356 Email; stephenimclondtours,com

Greek Orthodox
Melropolis ol New Jersey

10th Anniversary Gala
in [ Tonor of the Episcopal Ordination of
[ lis Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

nday, January 13, 2025
5:30 P.M. Cocktail Hour
30 P.M. Dinner

"he Venetian
River Drive, Garfield, N] 07026

IS D OAFS o) NN ——— $1,250
2 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

SUPPOTTET ¢ttt $2,500
4 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Palinon semsm e s s s R $5,000
6 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program
Benefactor.......ccoevviiieiieeieeee e $10,000
10 Tickets for Dinner, Listing in Program

Grand Benefactor.........ooveevieeiieniieeiieiiesiiieieieieens $20,000

10 Tickets for Dinner, Full Program Insert

All net proceeds from sponsorships and tickets for the 10th Anniversary Gala

will be restricted to solely benefit the Sacred Mini:

ies of the Metuc

lis of New Jersey




